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TWENTY Years AGO JACK STAFF was BRITAIN'S GREATEST HERO! 


BUT THAT'S ALL GOING TO CHANGE IN THE NEXT TWELVE MINUTES 
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ALRIGHT! ALRIGHT! HE'S A MILITARY 
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TO CREATE A TROOP OF UNBEATABLE SOLD- 
1ERS WITH CONTROLLED AGGRESSION. 
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There's & photograph on the fridge. 
Me and Mister Bunny. 


We were inseperable. My Mum 
would tell the story of how [ran 
back to rescue him from the car 


in the middle of the CASTLETOWN 
EARTHQUAKE. That was About 


twenty years ago. 
1 see this picture everyday- 
but now its like lim looking at 
it for the FIRST time. 
Me and Mister Bunny. 


What happened to Mister Bunny? 
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P.O. Box 104, Highbridge, TA9 4WD, England 
Danceleph@aol.com 


Win an original piece of Jack Staff art! Ever wanted to get hold 
of an original piece of Jack Staff art featuring a character from 
your favourite comic? Well here s your chance. For each issue 
1m going to be doing a single illustration of a Jack Staff charac- 
ter, which you can win. Great! How? Well there s the catch - all 
you have to do is write a letter to this letters page! Simple huh? 
Each issue I will select a Letter of the Month and they will be 
sent the drawing. All other letters featu 
receive a signed print of the original dra 


need to be about Jack Stat though obviously it ¢ might a You 
can write by e-mail or regular post, just remember to include a 
mailing address in case you are chosen as the lucky winner. On 
with the mail 


Dear Paul, 


I picked up the first Jack Staff TP, Yesterday s Heroes (collecting, 
I believe, issues 1-4 of the B&W series) this past May and quite 
enjoyed it. And I have been eagerly awaiting the next collection 
which just appeared in October s Previews catalog. However, Im a 
little confused. It appears that the new collection re-reprints those 
ies plus 5-12, Is this correct? I have to say that I ma little miffed 
about having to pay for these issues twice if | want to get the new 
collection. Can you shed any light on this situation for me? Thanks. 


Michael Moore 
Mmoorewa@earthlink.net 


A reasonable question. You re probab! 
son out there. When I was self-publishing Jack Staff, my origi 
nal plan was to collect the first 12 issues in 3 books, each contain- 
ing 4 issues. When Image contacted me to see if | would be inter- 
ested in publishing through them, the first book, if it wasnt 
printed was certainly in the process of being. I held back on 
doing any other volumes until Image picked up the reins. When 
they did we had some discussion as to what to do with the black 
and white series. Several ideas were mooted including colour 
collections, but my favourite was the Essential Jack Staff book - 
a single volume collecting all the 12 issues (though on consider- 
ably better quality paper than the Marvel books). Thi 
option I could not have considered if I was publis! 


y not the only miffed 


Whilst I realise it does seem like you re having to pay twice for 
something you ve already got, by putting everything into a sin- 
gle volume it actually means its cheaper to buy that book at 
$19.95 than it would have been for me to carry on with my orig- 
inal plan and put out two more books selling around $13 - $14 
each. 


You could always just buy the book and tear out the first third if 
that helps? 


Hey Paul. 


Loved the final B&W Jack Staff. Just got my hands on Burglar Bill 
#3, but can t find #1 & #2 anywhere in Australia. Do you have any 
copies for sale? If so, how much including airmail p&h and do you 
prefer US cash or UK cash? 


All the best for 2004. 


Dann Lennard, 
PO Box Al412, 

South, NSW, 1235, 
TRALIA 


All the issues of Burglar Bill can be ordered direct from me at 
Elephant Press, P.O. Box 104, Highbridge TA9 4WD, 
ingle issues are $5.00 US, £2.25 UK and £3.50 for the 
rest of the world. Cheques payable to Paul Grist. UK cas 
best, but whilst | wouldn t recommend sending cash in the 
post, if you are doing, please make sure it s securely wrapped - 
coins taped to the back of a piece of card, that kind of thing. 


And you can also order back issues of Jack Staff (both Dancing 
Elephant and Image) from me at the same address. 


Hi Paul 


might be inspired by (in the manner that Project H is rane 
Hurricane, one of Q seems to be the Steel Claw, etc). Obviously he 
might not be inspired by anyone, but if he is, any chance of reveal- 
who? 


Regards 


Stuart 
loki@midgaard.demon.co.uk 


You mean people are actually worried about this kind of 
detail? You obviously have far too much time on your hands. 
The answer is no. But I m not telling you which part of your 
question I m answering. 


Dear Paul, 


As Jack Staff (which is wonderful by the w. celebrates all the 
old IPC/Fleetway heroes in a new way, | wondered if you had 
heard about the recent re-launch of the original Dan Dare in a new 
full colour glo (non-profit) magazine, SPACESHIP AWAY, 
Unlike previous attempts to bring back Dan Dare, this time it is the 
original studio team of the 1950s and 60s, Keith Watson and Don 
Harley, who have illustrated the new story The Phoenix Mis 
and its sequel Green Nem The magazine also contain: 
tures on the background of the series and the artists involved. If 
you are interested, SPACESHIP AWAY number I is available now 
by mail order from Mr. Rod Barzilay, 8 Marley Close, Preston, 
Weymouth, Dorset. DT3 6DH 


Perhaps you might mention it in your comic? 
many thanks and best regards 


Steve Law 
Lawstephen@hotmail.c 


st wanted to congratulate you on Ultimate Fantastic Four | - nar- 
rower page layouts to signify flashbacks - who da thunk? 


To end on a bum note, bought Jack Statf 4 and had no idea what 
was going on, but please dont let that stop you from letting me 
draw it some time soon. 


Ed Hillyer 
London 


Ed Hillyer is the secret identity of Ilya, master cartoonist, 
whose Skidmarks (I m still talking comics here) has just been 
published by Richard Starkings Active Images. This simple 
tale of one boy and ¢ and the girl in the chip shop was 
first published by Tundra UK back in 1992, and its still as 
fresh as when it was first baked. Only $12.95 from all good 
comic shops - Buy It Now! 


Paul: 


Just a quick note to say keep up the great work. Finally got 
around to reading the first four Image issues of Jack Staff and 
thought they were amazing. I ve always been a big fan of Kane, 
and I think Jack Staff is just as strong. In both books, you display 
a wonderful mastery over both story telling and use of blacks. In 
my humble opinion, you re the best cartoonist working in the field 
today (followed closely by Terry Moore of SiP fame, and Love 
Fight s Andi Watson). 


I put in an order with my regular supplier, Westfield Comics, for 
some of the Dancing Elephant Jack Staffs that I m missing, and for 
all of the Burglar Bills. 


As | led off with, keep up the great work! 
Cheers, 


Andrew Wahl 
PO Box 180 
Waterville, WA 98858 


Dear Mr. Grist, 


Some months back, Dancing Elephant solicited Kane, Vol. 5: The 
Untouchable Rico Costas, in Previews. I assume it was delayed 
by the move to Image, but I am curious as to when it will be avail- 
able. Ive been enjoying Kane through the trade paperback col- 
lections, and yes, | m wanting the next one. 


If it wasn t for Kane, I may have dismissed Jack Staff altogeth- 
er, Glad I didn t - that s a great title too. I just picked up the Image 
trade, Everything Used to be Black and White. I already had 
Yesterday s Heroes, but since this has twelve issues, instead of 
four, I was all for it. 


One last gushing bit of praise: I hold your works among my 
favorites, along with Erik Larsens Savage Dragon, Mike 
Mignolas Hellboy, and Frank Millers Martha Washington 
and Sin City. Your stories are way fun 


Thanks for your time, 
C.L. Bishop 


At the current schedule I reckon we should be getting to Kane 
book 5, which will be the first new Kane book in Jan/Feb 
2005. 


Dear Paul, 


I stopped purchasing modern comix at least 10 years ago. 
Personally I didn t find them interesting enough to spend the ever- 
increasing cover price for what I started to feel was a lack of good 
writing and artwork. Fortunately I do have a good friend that does 
still buy new comix, and I let him filter thru all the new material 
out there and then occasionally go with his recommendations of 
what s a decent read. 


Im very glad he loaned me his copy of the Jack Staff: Everything 
Used to Be Black & White trade paper collection, Being a big fan 
of silver-age comic characters, this sort of book appealed right to 
my tastes, with its redos of obvious characters from Marvel & 
Tower, re-created by your mind into different and interesting sce- 
naros and given just the right twists along the way to make this a 
very enjoyable series. 


It was a welcomed change full of originality and unforgetable play- 
ers, and, if I did still buy new books, it would certainly be one that 
Id pick up on a regular basis, So...thanks for the good time. I read 
it over three nights after 3 hard days at work. Next time Im at my 
local comic book shop, I think III pick up a copy for my own col- 
lection; never can tell. I just might want to read this again. 


Regards, 


D.Puck 
dpuck@serte.com 


Jack Staff - the comic that people would buy if they still bought 
comics! 


Here s one that came through the Jack Staff message board at 


First off Paul I just want to say that you have done yet another fab- 
ulous issue of this series. Jack Staff is always on my To Buy Li 
whenever I get to see a new issue come out. The cover is certainly 
one of the best of the year (also a new personal favorite) and real- 
ly harkens back to the old Marvel covers. The story is heading into 
its climax which I m really eager to see. However I have a few 
questions about the issue and few for some of it s characters 


1) L take it that Shock has become, to paraphrase 28 Days Later, 
infected with Rage? 


2) The Claw, worn by that other guy in Q who isn t Harry Morgan 
and whose name escapes me, a reference to the villain Dr. Claw 
(which the glove looks suspiciously like) from the American chil- 
dren s cartoon Inspector Gadget? Or am I reaching here with this 
reference and its to some British character I wouldn t know about 
because I m a Yank? 


3) Is Commander Stewart the same person as Colonel Stewart? 


4) When exactly is the present of Jack Staff because if I m not mis- 
taken the past in this story takes place in 1975 which was 20 years 
ago correct? I keep thinking that it s 1995 or 96 since Becky in the 
first issue of the Dancing Elephant series says that when Jack was 
last seen. Please clear this up for me if you can because I have con- 
fused myself I think. 


5) Around when do you think will you be able to get Jack Staff #5 
comes out? 


6) Will the upcoming Jack Staff collection of the original series be 
in black and white or the glorious technicolor of Phil Elliot (who I 
feel has become an integral element of the comic)? 

Once again, you and Phil pulled off magic with this issue. Thanks 
for entertaining me at least until the next Jack Staff or Kane comes 
out. 

Dan Morris 

1. Yes. 


2. Obscure British reference I m afrait 


3. Yes 


4. Present day is present day. When Becky Burdock mentions 
1975 in the first issue it s to say something like Maybe the Jack 
Staff of 1940 isn t the same as the one in 1975 it was just meant 
to show two different time periods, I didn t mean to imply that 
was the last time Jack Staff was seen. 


6 Black and white. There are some colour pieces in some of the 
issues (1, 8 and 12) but its just not practical to include these in 
the collected book. Think of them as an extra bonus for buying 
the comic in the first place. 


And the winner i s 


Mr D. Puck wins this issues Jack Staff picture. Thanks to 
everyone who s taken the time to write. See you next time! 


WRITE TO 
STAFF POST 
P.O. BOX 104 
HIGHBRIDGE 
TAS 4WD 
ENGLAND 
Danceleph@aol.com 


Check out the 
Jack Staff Message Board 
at www.imagecomics.com 


NEXT ISSUE 


ITAIN'S GREATEST HERO! 


Bramble and Son, Vampire Hunters, return in 
another issue of the Comic 
Journal's favourite Super Hero comic! 


First thing, I'd like to welcome the most recent addition to the Paul 
Grist Universe, Nathaniel Arthur Dylan Benedict Burridge-Grist. He 
was born on the 8th January 2004 at 7.00 pm, weighing in at seven 
and a half pounds. 


And it's goodbye to Cerebus, which reached it's 300th (and final) 
issue in March of this year. Cerebus is probably the comic that has 
had the biggest influence on my life. | picked up my first copy (issue 
39) from Oddessy 7 in Manchester back in the Autumn of 1982. | read 
the issue that night and then went back to the shop the following day 
to buy all the other issues they had in stock. Cerebus was the comic 
that made me want to do my own comic and made me think that self 
publishing was a Very Good Thing. So much so that when | eventual- 
ly did launch my own self published comic, Kane, the stories were set 
in the 39th precinct of New Eden. 


| really don't think people realise how much Dave Sim actually 
changed the way things are done in comics. Cerebus was the first 
comic (as far as | know) that collected single issues into trade paper- 
backs as a way of keeping all the issues in print. A lot of other peo- 
ple producing their own comics are only there because Dave Sim 
showed that self publishing was not a vanity option, but a practical 
viable way for a creator to get their work out to their readers. Okay, 
so there's been an awful lot of rubbish produced in the name of self 
publishing over the last 20 years, that's not Dave's fault - but there's 
a lot of good stuff out there that wouldn't be there if Cerebus hadn't 
shown it was possible. | first saw Jim Valentino's work in the back of 
Cerebus. Without Cerebus there probably wouldn't be Bone. Or 
Strangers in Paradise. It's probably not stretching the point to say 
there wouldn't even be an Image. 


And I haven't even begun to talk about the story itself, a Conan paro- 
dy which soon became a very individual vision. I'm really not a critic 
so I'm probably not the best person to write commentary on the story 
- all | can do is recommend that you try it for yourself. It's regarded 
as being a bit ‘controversial’ and ‘difficult' in recent years - so why 
not try one of the earlier funnier books? High Society (covering 
issues 25 to 50) is probably a good place to start - but then | like the 
Marx Brothers more than the Three Stooges. The writings great, 
sharp, funny - and the arts great too - and when Gerhard comes in 
half way through the Church and State collection... 


What can | say? After 300 issues Dave Sim has left the building. 


BRITAIN'S 
GREATEST HEROS 


EVERYTHING 
USED TO BE 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 


NEW TRADE PAPER- 
BACK COLLECTING ALL 
12 ORIGINAL ISSUES 
FROM PAUL GRIST! 


ON SALE NOW! 
ho 


#6 BRITAIN'S GREATEST HEROS 


= Sack Surf 


) 4 I 
A ) 
\S é 
Q 


My father hunted vampires 
before mie. My children 
will hunk vampires after _ 
{am gone. 5 


Irs a tradition you see 
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